
Rights-of-Way as Habitat:

WORKING GROUP UPDATE

May 3, 2017



Working Group Snapshot

• Formed in 2015

• Semi-annual working group meetings

• Technical webinars

• 170+ organizations

• Cross-sector collaboration and knowledge-
sharing



Mission

To engage diverse stakeholders in a collaborative 
environment that promotes pollinator habitats and 

healthy ecosystems along rights-of-way by providing 
expertise, cost-effective best management practices, 

and industry-driven tools and resources.



Objectives

1. Educate industry, government, landowners, and the 
public on methods and benefits of conserving and 
creating pollinator habitats along rights-of-way.

2. Leverage knowledge and resources across industry 
sectors.

3. Provide a robust data clearinghouse to report habitat 
acres, management costs, best management practice 
adoption rates, habitat monitoring, and industry 
participants and experts.

4. Develop metrics and targets to measure working group 
successes.



Key Feedback

Networking 
opportunities

84%

Presentations
76%

Small group 
discussions

52%

Other
4%

What were the most beneficial aspects 
of the meeting?

Much worse 
than I 

anticipated
0% Worse than I 

anticipated
4%

About where 
I anticipated

56%

Better than I 
anticipated

32%

Much better 
than I 

anticipated
8%

How is the working group progressing 
relative to your expectations? 



Key Feedback

Working 
Group

Science
Access to Research Messaging / Outreach

Raise Awareness & Reach 
Decision-Makers

Business Case
Calculators & Talking 

Points

Facilitate Networking
Connect to Experts & Leverage 

Resources

Resources / Programming

Educate & Pool Knowledge

Geospatial Data
Metrics & Targets

Policy
Lead & Manage Impacts



Geospatial Habitat Database

• Clearinghouse for geospatial data on habitat 
managed by ROW organizations

Source: I-View, Prairie State Conservation Coalition

o Inventory habitat

o Benchmark for tracking & 
planning

o Elevate conservation value of 
ROWs

o Promote new partnerships & 
collaborations



Geospatial Habitat Database

Phase 1

• Initial population

• Existing habitat

• Simple data request

• Roll out to larger 
working group

Phase 2

• Connectivity analysis

• Potential habitat

• Additional detail / 
metrics



Working Group Resources Page



Working Group Resources Page

Available at: http://rightofway.erc.uic.edu
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Next Working Group Meeting

October 26 – 27, 2017
University of Illinois-Chicago

Day 1 Day 2

Creating the Business Case
• Cost studies
• Quantifying 

environmental benefits
• Cost metrics
• Case studies

Sub-group Working Sessions


