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May 2017 — New Mowing Policy

** Mow only one pass — 15 ft. safety strip along the
roadway
** Mow for vision clearance at intersections and other

safety sensitive areas

¢ Final mowing delayed until September 15 in the north

and until October 1 in the south
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With Special Session to Determine
Budget, Mississippi DOT Serves
Notice to Contractors

Even as the Mississippi Department of
Transportation sounded assurances that state
lawmakers in a June 5 special session would
approve an agency budget and head off a
funding crisis at month’s end, MDOT officially
put its contractors on notice that it does not yet
have a budget for the year starting

lllinois DOT Alters Roadside
Mowing Approach to Aid Monarch
Butterfly, Other Pollinators

To help revive shrinking populations of the
monarch butterfly and other pollinators, the
lllinois Department of Transportation said it is
adjusting its mowing routine along state
highways this spring and summer.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: CONTACT:
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New IDOT Mowing Approach to Help Protect
Monarch Butterfly, Pollinator Populations in Illineis

Encouraging plant growth to aid at-risk species, including official state insect

SPRINGFIELD — To help revive u.e shnnkmg ‘populations of the monarch butterfly and ofher
the Tllinois Dy is adjusting its mowing routine along state
highways this spring and smnmn I'lm appmuh, part of [DOT’s overall effort to encourage
green and sustainable practices in all its programs and projects, will help to re-establish types of
plants that are food sources for bees, butterflies and other insects that are native to Ilinois.

“As one of the largest lmnd ownersin the state. IDOT appreciatesifs remendous responsibility to
act as stewards of " said lllinois Transp Secretary Randy Blankenhom.

“This simple change in our maintenance obligations will have little impact on the traveling
public, but will give  big assist to Mother Naure at no cost to the state.”

Although their mumbers are on the decline, pollinators play a vital role in agriculture and the
state’s ecosystem by fertilizing and aiding in reproduction of flowers, fruits, vegetables and
seeds. The official state insect of llinois since 1975, the monarch butterfly is at risk of being
declared endangered_ with a population that's declined by 80 percent the last 10 years.

Starting this month, IDOT will cnly mow 15 feet of right of way beyond the edge of the
roadway. Exceptions will be made in certain areas to preserve sightlines for motorists and to
prevent the spread of invasive plant species.

Brior to this initiative, mowing widths varied by location. By reducing the amount of land being
mowed, IDOT hopes to encowrage the growth of critical plant species, such as milkweed, the
only food source for monarch caferpillars. In the coming months, IDOT will be monitoring
roadsides to determine if the approach is working

In recent months, IDOT has taken other measures to restore native habitat along state highways,

including a prairie restoration project on US. 45 near Champaign.
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Top Latest People Photos Videos

Chicago Sun-Times @ @S... - 21 May
IDOT will change mowing routes to
protect monarch butterflies
chicago.suntimes.com/news/idot-to-c...

@ 11 10 QO 26 &

USFWS Pacific Region @ ... - 19 May
New IDOT Mowmg Pattern Tr|es to Help

Pattern Tries to Help...
news.wsiu.org
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The holdup could boost

the project’s costs by tens
of thousands of dollars, said
Carl Schoedel, the county’s
transportation director.
“Every day that we're

" not working during the

- construction season is a
potential delay to the proj-
ect,” Schoedel told the
newspaper.

The rusty patched bum-
blebee in March became
the first bee species in the
continental U.S. added to
the federal endangered list.
Once common in the Mid-
west and parts of the East
Coast, it has disappeared
from nearly 90 percent of
m g j past 20 ears

its
I >

endangered species, is not
involved in the parkway dis-
pute, said Louise Clemency,
a supervisor in the agency’s
Chicago field office. But
she said the planned route
is within an area considered
to have a “high potential”
for the presence of the bees,
which were spotted there as
recently as 2012.

The federal agency is
providing information to
the Illinois Department of
Transportation about sur-
veying the planned route
for signs of the bees and
ways to protect them, such

as prowdmg more habitat
| Clemenc - :

tions

said. i

Minnesota’s H‘eni'i pin.
County delayed work last
month on a 4-mile stretch
of aroad called Flying Cloud
Drive because of concer
about the endanget e
But federal officials v
the area and determined
it was not within a high-
potential zone for the bees,
said Andrew Horton, a
biologist with the Fish and
Wildlife Service.

The county plans to move
forward with the proi!dp
spokesman Colin Cox said.
It still needs feder :
mits gdea ]
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Tweets & replies Media Likes
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IDOT Retweeted

Pheasants Forever @pheasant... - 4d
ANNOUNCING new partnership with
@IDOT_lllinois for pollinator habitat and
critical wildlife corridors bit.ly/2uli7nr

#lllinois

ILL§NOIS HABITAT HIGHWAY
- NO MOWING - NO SPRAYING -




Adopt-A-Planter project, planting day
Central Office, Springfield, IL
Planters are now a registered monarch waystation!







Monarch raising project
Central Office, Springfield
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Operation Habitat booth - IDOT tent - Illinois State Fair
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7& MONARCH VWAYSTATION | Central Office — Hanley Building District 4
j"“ o D District 2 ¢ Mackinaw Dells rest area west
| % Willow Creek rest area south bound bound
]
S =+ Willow Creek rest area north bound «* Spoon River rest area west bound
' .
Ty % Turtle Creek rest area ** Spoon River rest area east bound
1Y % Long Hollow Scenic Overlook “* US 150 Princeville Jubilee
3 | District 3 Wayside
I | |y . q q
. ¢ Great Sauk Trail rest area west District 5
)\m s bound % Salt Kettle rest area
= ¢ Great Sauk Trail rest area east % Farmland rest area west bound
b
\\’ > bound % Farmland rest area east bound
2 % This site provide 1ilkweeds, nectar sources, "1 % Main Line Station rest area south ¢ lllini Prairie rest area north bound
and shelter needed to sustain monarch butterflies i i
as they migrate through North America. — bound District 6
Certified and registered by Monarch Watch =+ Main Line Station north bound ¢ Coalfield rest area north bound
as an official Monarch Waystation. | RN RN :
§4 CREATE, CONSERVE, & PROTECT MONARCH HABITATS | % Limestone rest area south bound » Coalfield rest area south bound
i ° @ ** Limestone rest area north bound
WWW. MONARCHWV, : .
"‘z MonarchWa((h-UnlversityofKansas-EntomologyProgrtlm-lzﬁo-ls-inHysnd?ARviLawren(e, KS 66045-7534 ’:’ Three Rlvers reSt area WeSt bound

T ** Three Rivers rest area east bound
el W %+ District 3 Headquarters
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Top Latest People Photos Videos
IDOT @IDOT_lllinois - 10 Jul 17
(] IDOT's Eric Allan Schuler holds native

prairie seeds for planting this fall near
state highways to strengthen
#monarchbutterfly populations.
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& idot schuler

& Tweet

IDOT Q o W1 B

@IDOT_lllinois
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It's Monarch Month and we're ¢ idotmanarch < 3
planting po”inator-friendly SpeCie Top Latest People Photos  Videos QHEQwED BOBNQYT.471%H2:50PM
atour headquarters to help O 0 (VA ] & idot monarch < X ¢
preserve the #monarchbutterfly 5ot el ot liGan ,
pOpUIﬂthl’\ . The monarch caterpillars donated to us Top Latest  People Photos  Videos
. have made their chrysalis and are on

| Stop by the monarch displays at the
IDOT tent and butterfly house at
Conservation World @ILStateFair
< gl S TS T0
B

their way to becoming butterflies! lllinois DNR @!llinoisDNR - 12 Aug 17
#monarchbutterfly |
T ' (4
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missourians4monarchs @... - 08 Jun O n 2 O s ) =

Our neighbors at @IDOT _lllinois are
\ A Devoted Yogi @ADevo... - 10Jul 17
% IDOT to change mowing routes to

reducing mowing to 15 ft of the right of
way for monarch & pollinator habitat.

protect monarch butterflies | Chicago
Sun-Times

Monarch Buneg
E & Pollinators - Prawee”

12:30 PM - 23 May 17

IDOT to change mow-

@J ing routes to protect ...
chicago.suntimy

10 Retweets 25 Likes

@] 12 Q 10

Top

Latest People Photos Videos TOP LATEST PEOPLE PHOTOS VIDEOS

Chicago Sun-Times @ @S... - 21 May

IDOT will change mowing routes to & Following

protect monarch butterflies IDOT @IDOT liinois - 1h v

chicago.suntimes.com/news/idot-to-c... @ We're taking a new approach this spring
= . and summer to help protect monarch

#butterflies and pollinator populations:
goo.gl/y5clFK

HOME ABOUT PHOTOS REVIEWS VIDEOS

at @ Jarman Center Senior Living.
May 22 at 7:14am - Tuscola, lllinois » &

@ Marilyn Rose Monarch Butterfly Fund ¥

Monarch Month in lllinois continues to help
increase the population of monarch butterflies!
Yesterday, | gave four monarch caterpillars to
Stephanie Dobbs, the Roadside Maintenance
Manager for the lllinois Department of
Transportation. The caterpillars will be on
display at the IDOT headquarters in Springfield
to show employees the lifecycle of the...
Continue ading

) 10 QO 26 ]

USFWS Pacific Region @ .. - 19 May
New IDOT Mowing Pattern Tries to Help

New IDOT Mowing
Pattern Tries to Help...
news.wsiu.org
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€ Pheasants Forever&. Q

- HOME ABOUT EVENTS PHOTOS VIDEOS

= Pheasants Forever & Quail Forever of
1% llinols added 3 new photos.
Sep 15 at 12:00pm + @

The IL Dept. of Transportation has done a fine
job mowing less along roadsides and medians.
Less mowing, more pollinator plantings, and
more growing wildflowers makes our
roadsides scenic and pollinator friendly! #IDOT
#Pollinators #Don'tMow|t,Growlt

lllinois Department of Transportation
Aug 23,2017 at 3:05pm * @

IDOT's monarch raising project is going so well that
we gifted 16 caterpillars to the Sangamon County Soil
& Water Conservation District for them to raise at
their office. At left is Brian Rennecker, resource
conservationist for Sangamon County, and Stephanie
Dobbs, roadside maintenance manager at IDOT.
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More Photos
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US 45 — Ford County
IDOT — Pheasants
Forever Cooperative
Restoration Project




What has IDOT done in the last 12 months to increase awareness and

build habitat on right-of-way?

Habitat Committee

Created Right-of-Way as

Displayed kid-art posters at rest areas

Presented at

THE Conference

oo

=
T g Created
3 2 Operation
E & Habitat
g &
a O

Awarded 1% Pollinator Rehab

contract on June letting

Nominated for NAPPC
Pollinator Roadside
Management Award

Conducting pollinator seed mix testing as
part of Energy Crop Production research

project

Participated in 12 Illinois Monarch Project

Monarch

Tagged 65 Monarchs
Partnered with Living

Lands and Waters

Planted over 200
acres via co-op
projects

Sector Leaders
for Illinois

meetings and 5 ROW Sector meeténg; raising pI'O_]eCt Red Bison Project Monarch PI‘O]eCt "E gﬂ

£ " . o =

Secured new FY18 S o - 5 2 Restored Intergovernmental Agreement with il

) o= Certified 24 |= = : ) . © o

budget item for == % 9 IDNR to provide seedlings, native plants and —— €

Pollinator Habitat | 58 | . 1onarch % £ seed e - 2

OLAtoT Hid 5‘ £% | Waystations |3 S with | Worked Operation g S

Restoration an T T £ 3 Ameren - v o

p & 8 £ Coordinated CCAA & % Presented H?lblt.at booth 'at the a €
reservation A0 efforts for monarch & 3§ at INPS Illinois state fair

Conducted milkweed
counts on right-of—way pollinator info at rest areas

Presented at APWA

Produced 10,000 native
seed packets

Partnered
with Bees

Forever

Partnered with
Canadian National
Railroad

Adopt-A-Planter

Displayed monarch and

Landscape For Life
documentary

Created Operations
Pollinator Task Force

Created Interchange Exchange
Mitigation for Local Agencies

contest

Presented at IAHE

(lllinois Association of Highway
Engineers)

Presented at
Right-of-Way as
Habitat Working

Take Our Sons and Daughters
to Work presentation

Created Seeding CL 5C —
Monarch and Pollinator Mixture

Brown Bag Lunch
presentation

Partnered with Pheasants
Forever /| Quail Forever

Group

Awarded Pheasants Forever
Habitat Partner of the Year

Purchased disks, drills
and other equipment
to convert ROW to
habitat

Released 75 Monarchs

Issued new
mowing policy

Represented IDOT on
ROW sector of MAFWA
plan

Presented at
Project
Implementation

Conference

Participated in joint monarch meeting
with IDNR, Il Dept. of Ag. and IEPA

Established award criteria for Pollinator

Habitat Restoration funding
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Contact Information

Stephanie Dobbs, Roadside Maintenance Manager Stephanie.Dobbs@Illlinois.gov
Office of Highways Project Implementation

Bureau of Operations (217) 720-6817
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Credits

Claus Rasmussen —vernal and 8> &5 FHWA

carpenter bee photos
Pheasants Forever

USFWS IDNR

INHS
Xerces Society
MonarchWatch.org

I135-Highway.com _ _ o _
University of lllinois Extension

Monarch Joint Venture

Photo: W. Caldwell

lllinois State Museum

lllinois Department of Agriculture




