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What do you have?
• Existing planting
• New planting



Existing plantings
Assessment
Native species / Invasive species
Original Plan / Intent
Current Plan / Goals









New planting

Site assessment
Intent / Goals
Native / Invasive species





It all starts with good design 
and specifications.







1 month after 
seeding



6 months

Beebalm

Purple Prairie Clover

False Sunflower

Golden Alexanders

Pale Purple Coneflower

Yellow Coneflower

Stiff Goldenrod



This first year seedling has 
grown 4” above the soil 
and 12” below the soil !

Rows of native plants are visible here 
germinating after being seeded with a 
Truax native seed drill



Management
MANAGEMENT
• Mowing
• Herbicide
• Fire
• Rest



• Sanitation ‐Movement of seed and 
propagules from site to site. 

• Timing is everything.



Mowing
Mower
Brush Cutter







Different life cycles require 
different management 
strategies.





NON‐NATIVE Garlic Mustard
Cook County Forest Preserve, IL







• Herbicide



Herbicide Use: read the label 
before using any herbicide

Herbicide Label

• Active Ingredient, other ingredients
• Toxicity information 
• PPE requirements
• Emergency instructions 
• Environmental hazards
• Directions for use
• Mixing
• Application equipment and 
techniques

• Weeds controlled





Stewardship techniques

Herbicide: Spot Spray





Fire



Simplified Prescribed Fire Diagram



















Blackberry Crossings, Montgomery, IL
Photo May 2011 (Left Un-Burned)

In very public settings a prescribed fire 
may be desired for aesthetic purposes, 
rather than just ecological outcomes.



Blackberry Crossings, Montgomery, IL
Photo May 2010 (Burned Fall 2009)

In very public settings a prescribed fire 
may be desired for aesthetic purposes, 
rather than just ecological outcomes.



• Rest



Success!











Two years after seeding and the black‐eyed Susan 
are visible from space! Date of aerial: June 30th, 
2010

Peck Farm Park
Geneva, IL



Black Eyed Susan in full bloom just 2 years 
after planting (July 2010, seeded spring 
2008)

Peck Farm Park
Geneva, IL



Monarda & Ratibida in full bloom just 3 
years after planting (July 2011, seeded 
spring 2009)

Peck Farm Park
Geneva, IL



Monarda & Ratibida in full bloom just 3 
years after planting (July 2011, seeded 
spring 2009)

Peck Farm Park
Geneva, IL



AMCOL
Hoffman Estates, IL

LEED Platinum facility:
Parking lot bio‐swales 2 years later



AMCOL
Hoffman Estates, IL

LEED Platinum facility:
Parking lot bio‐swales 2 years later



AMCOL
Hoffman Estates, IL

LEED Platinum facility:
Parking lot bio‐swales after installation



AMCOL
Hoffman Estates, IL

LEED Platinum facility:
Parking lot bio‐swales 2 years later







July 10, 2012



July 10, 2012 + 4hours



`

Landscape Architecture
Ecological Consulting 
Contracting
Stewardship
Nursery

815‐495‐2300

www.pizzogroup.com

Questions?

Need a speaker?
Email me : Jack@Pizzo.info


