Framing the Case for Habitat in Rights-of-Way
Kristine Nemec, IRVM Program Manager
University of Northern lowa Tallgrass Prairie Center
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Public land in lowa: 1.73 million acres
(~4.7% of state)

B Roadsides

m lowa Dept. of Natural

Resources
lowa county conservation

B Federal public lands

Vincent et al. 2014, lowa DOT 2015, IACCB 2016, lowa DNR 2017
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Land in Roadsides: ~ 1 million acres

H County
roadsides

State roadsides

City roadsides

Mark Masteller, lowa DOT 2015
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I
IRVM Legislation 1988

lowa Code

314.22 Integrated Roadside Vegetation
Management

1. Objectives. It is declared to be in the general
public welfare of lowa and a highway purpose
for the vegetation of lowa’s roadsides to be
preserved, planted, and maintained to be safe,
visually interesting, ecologically integrated, and
useful for many purposes.
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COUNTY INVOLVEMENT WITH NATIVE ROADSIDE VEGETATION

W Osceola | Dickinson | Emmet Kossuth |Winnebago| Worth Mltchell Howard | Winneshiek
2 5 14 1 16 Allamakee
| Sy 7 14
O’Brien Clay Palo Alto Hancock |Cetro Gord Fond b ks
1 7 1 1 1 8 ﬂ Fayette
Plymouth | cherokee |Buena Vista Pocahontas) Humboldt | Wright | Franklin | Butler Bfemer
4 4 1 1 2 16 | 15
‘ ‘( Wbt Black Hawk Buchanan | Delaware Dubuque
Woodbury C Ida Sac Calhoun 14 Hamilton  Hardin ( ©Grundy 17
3 l 20 2 6 | 21 3
' Tama Benton Linn Jones
Monona Crawford Carroll | Greene Boone Story Marshall 1
12 9 10 1 4 | 20
Cedar
/4 Harrison Shelby |Audubon| Guthrie Dallas Polk Jasper Poweshiek lowa Johnson
u 2 |21 (17| 21| 18 | 18 8 9 {
I RVIVI Pottawattamie Cass e Madison| \\arren Marion | Mahaska Washington I
Integraed Roadside Vegetation Managemen: 1 4 4 2 1 2 8 1 6 1 9 1 1
;;i-r . Union Clarke Lucas Monroe | Wapello | Jefferson | Henry
IVING ROADWAY 3 2 2 3 6 10 Des Moines
_ 20
¥ Tallgrass Prairic Fremont Ringgold | Decatur | \Wayne | Appanoose Davis Van Buren
,,,,,, T
www tallgrssprairiecenterorg 2 2 3 2 1 2 9

NUMBER = # of years each county has received FHWA native seed mixes, 1998-2018

= Roadside vegetation manager ¥ = IRVM plan on file with lowa DOT Living Roadway Trust Fund



2019 County Roadside Manager Departments
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I
Key Decision Makers

Boards of Supervisors Conservation Boards
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e
Community-Based Social Marketing

| FOSTERING Social Marketing

to Protect the

SUSTAINABLE Environment
BEHAVIOR hat Whocks

A0 Imtmesuriion o Conmmantb-ased aecial Markenin E
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Community-Based Social Marketing

PSYCHOLOGY

habits, perceptions, change

+ SOCIAL MARKETING

peers, community, culture

= Behavior Change



e
 Radio

* Television
* |nternet

* Newsprint
* Brochures

Increase awareness,
affect attitudes,
but less effective with affecting behaviors

Mildenberger, M. et al. 2013. Beyond the information campaign: community-based energy behavioral change at the
University of Toronto. Environmental Practice 15:147-155.
Monroe. 2003. Two avenues for encouraging conservation behaviors. Human Ecology Review 10(2):113-125.
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Community-Based Social Marketing

Turning attitudes into action

* Delivered at community level
* Focuses on removing barriers
« Enhances the activity’'s benefits
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I
2017 Survey of county conservation board
directors and chairs of county board of

sSupervisors
« 98 county
conservation board N Y
directors Dr. Mary Losch  Dr. Eva Aizpurua
» 99 chairs of county
boards of @\kf:
SUpervisors o

Center for
Social & Behavioral
Research

Andrew Stephenson
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2017 Survey of county conservation board
directors and chairs of county board of
sSupervisors

Response rate

Al

County conservation board

directors: 64% (63/98) ﬁmﬂ
_lowa

Chairs of county boards of e SIS AL

supervisors: 51% (50/99) Research
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Managing lowa’s Rights-of-Way:
A Survey of County Administrators

Prepared by
Andrew Stephenson, MS
Eva Aizpurua Gonzalez, PhD
Mary Losch, PhD

Center for Social and Behavioral Research
University of Northern lowa

Prepared for

University of Northern lowa
Tallgrass Prairie Center

Project fu ntied by
—a
=
IOWA / ’
LIVING ROADWAY
TRUST FUND

November 15, 2017
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How much impact does each of the following items have
on your county’s decisions about roadside veg. management?

Consideration of Conservation Board n=51 /0% 27% [ e1% ]
safety Board of Supervisors n=46 [l 28% [ 67%
Maintence cost Conservation Board n=49 | INI6% 29% __53% |
savings Board of Supervisors n=45 [111%" 36% | 53% |
: Conservation Board n=52 [18%" 48%
Public feedback
Board of Supervisors n=45 JII118% 49% [ 31% |
Conservation Board n=52 |Ii12%" 48%
Snow control Board of Supervisors n=46 [ 18% 41%
Soil erosion Conservation Board n=51 58l 20% 41% [ 33% |
concerns Board of Supervisors n=47 185" 28%
. . Conservation Board n=50 JES@20% 40% [ 32% |
STHENE SPrcies Board of Supervisors n=45 [l 40% T Se%
i Conservation Board n=50 [IEEESEIN 245 32% [ 30% |
Water quality Board of Supervisors n=45 [|i11%" 49%
Time spent Conservation Board n=13 23 54% | 23% |
mowing*® Board of Supervisors n=20 [120% 50% ET
Stormwater Conservation Board n=47 [ESSNEEEIY 30% [ 19%
ARSI Board of Supervisors n=43 [JESEN116% 51% | 23%
regulations
Pollinators and Conservation Board n=52 [INESS gz sgn 29%
other wildlife Board of Supervisors n=45 [l 24% 0 44% | 24% |
Consideration of Conservation Board n=52 [E2SEN 27% 44%
aesthetics Board of Supervisors n=45 IINZ4sN 56% | 20% |

B Noimpact [ Very little impact Someimpact  BQuite a bit of impact

MW Conservation Board  m Board of Supervisors



Are there, or were there, any barriers to your
county’s implementation of IRVM practices?

48%
2% 46%

33%

Yes No Not sure

B Conservation Board ™ Board of Supervisors
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Which of the following have been or currently are barriers to your
county’s implementation of IRVM practices?

Lack of elected officials Conservation Board

ar staff support Board of Supervisors
Lack of staff Conservation Board
capacity/support Board of Supervisors

Other concerns in the

Conservation Board

county are a higher )

priority Board of Supervisors
Cost of starting a Conservation Board
program Board of Supervisors
Lack of community/ Conservation Board
resident support Board of Supervisars
Insufficient proof of Conservation Board
cost savings Board of Supervisors

n=24 AN 1 ans T T T
n=o | RRN a5 I T T

n=25 265 | T R ™
n=o | 56 T T

n=24 [0 aa 0 T 33%
Ll e se%

n=25 [ eR T T T
n=o [ T T T

n-o R 2z I e F

sl U 3w | 1%
n=o | 56 Y T

ENot a barrier HSomewhat of a barrier & Moderate barrier ®Significant barrier

M Conservation Board  m Board of Supervisors



Rather than educating the public, we
perhaps first need the public to educate

us a bit.
- Thomas A. Heberlein, Navigating Environmental

Attitudes
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]
Pilot Strategies

 Workshops to give public something of value,
and identify key influencers within community

r

Source: Trees Forever
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Resources

* “The Science of What Makes People Care,” by
Ann Christiano and Annie Neimand

* “Stop Raising Awareness Already,” by Ann
Christiano and Annie Neimand

 “The Back of the Envelope Guide to
Communications Strategy,” by Ann Christiano
and Annie Neimand
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