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RE: Support for the Bumble Bee Conservation Benefit Agreement (CBA)
To the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: 
As an organization committed to the continued reliability of infrastructure systems and responsible environmental stewardship across the United States, [Organization Name] strongly supports the proposed Nationwide Conservation Benefit Agreement for Bumble Bees on Energy and Transportation Lands (Bumble Bee CBA).
This voluntary, landscape-scale conservation framework offers a balanced approach to species protection. It aligns with our organizational goals and operational needs while delivering measurable benefits for declining bumble bee populations and pollinator habitat.
About [Organization Name]
[Insert background on your organization and their interest in the bumble bee agreement]
We offer the following recommendations and comments on the proposed Bumble Bee CBA:
We Support the Approval of the Bumble Bee CBA as Proposed
We support the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s approval of the application for the Bumble Bee CBA. This agreement provides multiple benefits to our organization and aligns with our operational and environmental commitments as noted below.
The Bumble Bee CBA is an Important Voluntary Conservation Tool
The Bumble Bee Conservation Benefit Agreement (CBA) reflects the energy and transportation sectors’ commitment to proactive, voluntary conservation. Modeled after the successful Monarch Butterfly Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances (Monarch CCAA), which has already conserved more than 1.2 million acres of habitat, the Bumble Bee CBA builds on proven approaches to pollinator protection recommended by conservation organizations and agencies.
The CBA aligns with national conservation strategies and broader initiatives to halt pollinator declines, amplifying impact at a landscape scale. Participation goes beyond regulatory compliance, showcasing a commitment to biodiversity and improving the natural world. Through this Agreement, organizations can demonstrate stewardship of landholdings by proactively supporting species in decline. 
The Bumble Bee CBA results in tangible, on-the-ground habitat improvements. Participants commit to conservation practices that enhance bumble bee foraging, nesting, and overwintering conditions, such as habitat restoration, pollinator-friendly vegetation management, and measures to reduce pesticide exposure. The Agreement ensures a net conservation benefit by offsetting incidental impacts from ongoing operations, maintenance, and modernization. By clearly defining covered activities, the CBA enables landowners to integrate conservation seamlessly into routine operations, achieving long-term environmental benefits without sacrificing operational efficiency.
Regulatory Certainty Provided by the Bumble Bee CBA Supports Infrastructure
The regulatory benefits provided through this Agreement are important to managing long-term infrastructure projects cost effectively. By enabling issuance of an Enhancement of Survival Permit under Section 10(a)(1)(A) of the Endangered Species Act, the CBA ensures that partners managing non-federal lands will not face unexpected restrictions for currently listed covered species, or if unlisted covered species are later federally listed.
For federal lands, the CBA significantly streamlines the ESA Section 7 consultation process. The framework provides clear definitions for modernization and maintenance activities, allowing critical upgrades to move forward within reasonable thresholds. Permanent habitat loss is limited to less than one percent of enrolled acreage over the 35-year permit term, ensuring that both conservation and infrastructure objectives are met.
Importantly, participants have the flexibility to return their lands to baseline conditions at the end of their Certificate of Inclusion (CI) term if their land rights or use agreements allow it. This feature reduces operational risks and enhances long-term program accessibility, which removes barriers for companies participating in conservation.
This Collaborative, Scalable Framework Fosters Increased Conservation Commitments
The CBA represents a collaborative, well-supported structure that can be adapted to address future conservation needs, regulatory challenges, or new knowledge about practices and biological outcomes. With the University of Illinois Chicago (UIC) serving as Program Administrator, participants receive technical assistance, centralized coordination, and access to planning tools that reduce administrative barriers to participation. Incorporating input from conservation practitioners, state agencies, and advisory committees ensures that the Agreement remains practical and adaptable. The CBA’s investment in monitoring and partner-specific data tools will improve accountability and support adaptive management across participating landscapes.
We Recommend That the Service Expedite Review and Finalize the Bumble Bee CBA
To maximize the conservation impact of this Agreement, we encourage the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to:
· Expedite approval of the Agreement and accompanying permit to maximize conservation engagement. The sooner the permit is issued, the faster conservation can be delivered via industry participation.
· Collaborate with UIC and conservation agreement industry partners to identify additional mechanisms to encourage enrollment and streamline regulatory requirements. The Section 10 permit and accompanying Section 7 biological opinion can be leveraged to offer additional regulatory predictability for other species benefitting from the same conservation measures, and/or potentially impacted by the same covered activities.
· Use the Monarch CCAA and Bumble Bee CBA as models for engaging other industry sectors in voluntary conservation. After five years of operations, the Monarch CCAA, along with this new agreement, is a successful example of how to engage the industry in conservation. Lessons from these examples can be used to encourage voluntary conservation across other land uses and industry sectors.
· Pending their authorization, we encourage the Service to recognize participating organizations in USFWS communications to highlight leadership in voluntary conservation and encourage broader engagement.

In summary, [Organization Name] believes the Bumble Bee CBA is a model for collaborative conservation that works with critical infrastructure needs. It is practical, effective, and rooted in sound science and strong partnerships.
We urge the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to approve this Agreement and support continued voluntary conservation across the nation.
Sincerely,
 [Name]
 [Title]
 [Organization Name]
 [Contact Info]


