
Empowering Communities to 
Restore Critical Monarch Butterfly 
Habitat in Southern California

Lightning Talk

Ida Kaller-Vincent

Earth Discovery Institute



Earth Discovery Institute’s
Native Milkweed Farm

• Seed collected from the wild in San 
Diego County

• Provide native milkweed to the 
community and restoration efforts

• Partnered with:
• San Diego Pollinator Alliance 
• US Fish and Wildlife
• Endangered Habitats Conservancy 
• Supported by MALK Nature Fund

• Third-generation seeds
• 2024 bumper crop of Narrowleaf 

Milkweed (Asclepias fascicularis) seeds



Monarch Butterfly 
Gardens Project

• Create urban Monarch 
Butterfly waystations

• Selected 28 garden 
recipients from 
resource-poor and 
park-poor 
neighborhoods in San 
Diego County 

• 155 square meters of 
habitat installed in 2024



Community 
Outreach

• Tip of the Week 
Series

• Sample garden 
plots

• Facebook Live Q 
and A 


