
History of Trinational 
Meetings
Karen Oberhauser, Professor Emerita, UW-Madison



Monarch Conservation and Science: 
A History of Tri-National Cooperation

Karen Oberhauser
2025 North American Monarch Summit



A Butterfly Uniting a Continent

• Government, NGO, and public 
scientists, educators, and 
conservationists across North 
America 
• Trinational meetings (1981, 1986, 

1997, 2001, 2012, 2025x2)
• North American Monarch 

Conservation Plan (2009)
• Monarch Conservation Science 

Partnership (2011 to far into the 
future, I hope)



Theme: Importance of Government 
(national and international) Support 



Early Meetings

• 1981 Symposium on the Biology 
and Conservation of the Monarch 
Butterfly (MonCon-1)
• Morelos Mexico
• Looking for whole picture… (Bob 

Pyle, Bill Calvert and Lincoln Brower there)



Early Meetings
• 1981 Symposium on the Biology and 

Conservation of the Monarch Butterfly

• 1986 Second International Conference on 
the Monarch Butterfly: Los Angeles CA
• MonCon-2 organized and hosted by 

Julian Donahue of the Natural History 
Museum of LA County.

• Participants from 7 nations and four 
continents

• Announcement of significant 
conservation efforts by the government 
of Mexico (Presidential Decree that 
created Monarch Butterfly Special 
Biosphere Reserve). 

• First edited volume: Malcolm and 
Zalucki 1993





1997 North American Conference on 
the Monarch Butterfly
• Morelia, Michoacan
• Organized by Commission on Environmental Cooperation: 

steering committee from Canada, Mexico, US
• Edited volume of all papers: Hoth, Merino, Oberhauser, Pisanty, 

Price, Wilkinson 1999 (available on CEC website)
• Summaries of Roundtable discussions and Priority Action 

Recommendations  (includes a list of participants)







2001 Monarch Population Dynamics 
Conference 

• Lawrence Kansas
• Organized by Monarch Watch with Monarchs in the 

Classroom
• Goal: summarize our knowledge of monarch 

population dynamics to inform policy makers and 
guide future research efforts

• Field trip to a KS native prairie



• Edited volume loosely based on talks presented at meeting: 
Oberhauser and Solensky 2004

• Meeting and Working Group Summaries: what we know and need to 
know, ranked conservation recommendations



2012 Monarch Biology and Conservation 
Meeting
• Minneapolis Minnesota
• Organized by Monarch Joint 

Venture (UM Monarch Lab)
• Goal: Share information on 

monarch biology and population 
trends, and successful monarch 
conservation efforts

• Field trips to many MN locations



Edited volume based on talks presented at meeting: 
Oberhauser, Nail, Altizer 2014 (color photos!)



Commission for 
Environmental Cooperation

• Formed in 1994 under North American Agreement on 
Environmental Cooperation, environmental side accord 
to NAFTA

• Mission: to facilitate cooperation and public 
participation to foster conservation, protection and 
enhancement of the North American environment...

• Early work on monarchs led to 1997 meeting and 
subsequent publications, ongoing involvement



2009 North American Monarch 
Conservation Plan



USFS-IP and MJV
• 2006 meeting in McAllen TX

• 2008 Meeting in Austin TX: USFS, Xerces, 
Monarchs in the Classroom, Monarch Watch, 
NRCS, Monarch Butterfly Fund, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife, USFWS, NABA

Carol Lively: USFS-IP, retired 2011, had 
experience with Joint Ventures through USFWS



Monarch Conservation Science 
Partnership

• USGS, USFWS
• AFWA, CEC, Trilateral 

Committee for Wildlife and 
Ecosystem Conservation and 
Management

• Scientists from Canada, 
Mexico and the US

• Began in 2011-2013 with 
Powell Center meetings: 
Animal Migration and Spatial 
Subsidies



+ 52 peer-reviewed publications



Take homes

• Monarch partnerships bring government agencies 
across North America, academic scientists, NGOs, 
and the public together

• We’ve combined science, conservation, and public 
engagement seamlessly

• Together, we’re making a difference for monarchs, 
the organisms with which they share habitat, and 
people—who are richer because of the beauty and 
benefits provided by nature




